family traditions. Instead of imposing their views upon the
youngsters, they should convince them by gentle persua-
sion.

When subjects, particularly, in relation to their marri-
age, are discussed dispassionately, children arc bound to
agree with the suggestions made by the elders. The life of
Sri Rama is intended to highlight the great message that a
son should implicitly carry out his father's wishes.

Likewise, in the very beginingof the Mahabharata,
the same idea is conveyed by King Pradeepa asking his son,
Santanu, to wed a girl of his choice on condition that her
actions should not be questioned. She was Gangadevi in
human form who had agreed to this alliance to redeem eight
celestials of their curse. While Santanu was a mute witness
to Gangadevi's fiendish conduct of throwing away seven of
their children in the river, he could not bear the sight when
the turn came for the eigth son. She spelt out the divine
secret, took away the child, trained him for some years and
then left him with Santanu. The prince was later acclaimed
as Bhceshma for his grim vow to remain unmarried in his
life, to enable his father to take a second wife.

40. Chief aim of Yagams

The chief objective of Yagam is to propitiate the Gods
so that with their blessings, peace and plenty may reign on
earth. On this occaion, presents in cash and kind are made
not only to the Vedic Scholars who perform the austerities
but also to the other learned who throng to witness them.
This tradition of the Hidus from time immemorial is being
adhered to even today in many parts of the country.

At the suggestion of Narada, who explained the signifi-
cance and aims of Yagams in general, YudhLshtira, after
he was crowned King, with Indraprastha as his Capital, had
arrangements  made for performance of the  Rajasuya
sacrifice. To ensure its success, Bheema had, with the hint
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